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The Right to Life, Liberty and Security

of the Person in the Caribbean

The right to life liberty,
and security of the
person is a
fundamental  human
right that protects
individuals from
unlawful state
interference, violence,
and arbitrary detention. Due process ensures access to
fair procedures before a person can be deprived of
their life, freedom, or property. Although the right to
life is enshrined in respective Constitutions and laws in
the Caribbean, ensuring this right is upheld remains a
concern as national systems experience systematic
challenges. Case backlogs as experienced by countries
such as Guyana, Trinidad and Tobago, Jamaica and
Saint Lucia and under-resourced state agencies create
challenges that result in delays in determining cases.
Furthermore, countries have experienced staffing
shortages, absence of specialized courts for certain
crimes, outdated administrative processes and limited
court facilities. Systems must be strong, from the
beginning of the investigation to the end of the court
process. There must be sufficient staffing to ensure
that judicial processes are efficient. Witness protection
mechanisms must be managed and controlled with a
high level of sensitivity. Support from agencies
involved in child protection and gender-based violence
also add extra levels of care for sensitive cases and
technological upgrades can expedite processes.
Legislation must also be updated and rehabilitation
programmes implemented to prevent recidivism. The
right to life, liberty, and security of the person is a
constitutional guarantee that must be protected
through strong state systems and judicial processes in
turn contributes to safer communities and the
protection of this individual human right.
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Covers donor trends affecting NGOs globally, including
civic space protection, social justice funding, and
resilience financing relevant Read More

Highlights international legal advocacy and youth-
focused climate justice initiatives involving Caribbean
states and civil society actors. Read More

CARICOM, UN and UNDP launch regional framework to
tackle crime and violence. Read More

The IACHR has raised alarm over escalating gang-
related violence in Haiti. Read More

ICRC Warns Rising Violence in Latin America & Caribb-
ean Is Making Medical Care Dangerous. Read More

Outlines current UN human rights funding priorities
including civic space protection, migration rights,
gender equality, democracy, Read More

Discusses global donor reforms emphasizing direct
funding to local organizations, decolonizing aid, and
equitable partnerships. Read More

Haiti sees alarming rise in gender-based violence, UN
says. Read More

Focuses on climate justice financing, community-led
advocacy, environmental rights, and equitable access
to climate funding for Read More

Judicial training key to tackling crime & case backlog-
Nandlall, ongoing judicial education critical Read More

Breaking the Chains: The Fight
for Justice Beyond Colonial
Laws - a powerful, limit ed
edition  publication igniting
urgent legal reform across the
Caribbean.

Click for full details at

The Fight for Justice

Beyond Colonial Laws

advocacy, environmental rights, and equitable access to
climate funding for Caribbean civil society organizations.
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