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Human Rights Outlook for the Caribbean in 2026

As 2026 begins, the Caribbean faces a complex human rights landscape shaped by migration pressures, geopolitical dynamics, climate
vulnerability, and uneven social progress. Human mobility is set to remain a defining issue, with increased intra-regional migration and new
asylum arrangements placing significant strain on small island states’ legal, administrative, and institutional capacities. Ensuring rights-based
approaches to asylum, non-refoulment, and social integration will be a central test for governments across the region. Civil and political rights will
continue to unfold against a backdrop of regional security concerns and heightened external geopolitical influence. Caribbean states are
increasingly required to balance cooperation with powerful international actors while safeguarding democratic governance, sovereignty, and the
rule of law. Monitoring and oversight by bodies such as the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights will remain critical in identifying risks,
documenting violations, and addressing accountability gaps. Progress on gender equality and LGBTQ+ rights is expected to remain uneven. While
some jurisdictions are advancing legal reforms and expanding protections, others retain discriminatory laws andnface persistent social stigma. This
divergence reflects a broader regional trend in which legal change is advancing more rapidly than social acceptance, effective implementation, and
access to justice. At the same time, digital rights and youth engagement are gaining prominence, driven by concerns around online safety, access to
information, misinformation, and the meaningful participation of young people in public life. Persistent structural challenges—including access to
healthcare, protection from human trafficking, and the adequacy of social safety nets—continue to disproportionately affect the most vulnerable
populations. Climate justice is also increasingly central to human rights discourse. Climate impacts threaten housing, livelihoods, food security,
and cultural survival, reinforcing calls—supported by the United Nations—to recognize environmental protection and climate resilience as integral
components of human rights. Yet this already fragile landscape shifted dramatically in early January, following the United States’ capture of
Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro. The event marked a profound geopolitical rupture for the region. Almost overnight, the Caribbean found
itself more directly surrounded by instability, conflict, and the heightened movement of refugees and migrants. For small island states with limited
resources, this new reality intensifies existing human rights challenges, underscoring the urgency of regional cooperation, principled leadership,
and sustained commitment to protecting human dignity in an increasingly volatile environment.

Political Prisoner Releases in Venezuela -
operation and political upheaval,
releasing some individuals

Following the U.S.
Venezuelan authorities began

The UN Human Rights Council will conduct a Universal Periodic
Review of Saint Kitts and Nevis this month, scrutinising progress
and gaps in rights protections.
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Cuba’s Major Demonstration & Regional Responses - On January

16, tens of thousands demonstrated in Havana to condemn the U.S.
military action in Venezuela

Guyana nearing pact with US to accept third country nationals - The
governments of Guyana and the US are nearing an agreement for
this country to receive third country nationals

History will tell: as US pressure grows, Cuba edges closer to collapse
amid mass exodus - Disillusioned with the revolution after 68 years
of US sanctions and a shattered economy

More than 10 days after the US military strikes on Venezuela and the
kidnapping of President Nicolas Maduro and his wife in Caracas on
3 January, there is still no clarity

Reports that the DR has deported 370K Haitians and ppl of Haitian
descent born in the DR to Haiti in 2025. This represents an almost
40% increase from the previous year.

Royal Bahamas Defence Force reporting a significant drop in
migrants (primarily Haitian and Cuban) intercepted at sea in 2025
compared to previous years.

Report on the UN High Commissioner’s criticism of U.S.
immigration enforcement affecting Caribbean migrants.

An opinion piece in the Jamaica Gleaner advocates prioritising
human rights education across the region as a foundation for rights
awareness and accountability.

The Eastern Caribbean Supreme Court held its ceremonial opening
of the 2026 law year with a focus on justice, independence, and
access to justice - setting the tone for regional justice

U.S. Military Action in Venezuela & Human Rights Concerns - In
early January 2026, the US launched a large-scale military
operation against Venezuela, including airstrikes and

Ten urgent demands for a genuine democratic transition in
Venezuela (ISHR)
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